THE COUNCIL OF THE ELDERS
. . . For the Beduins sitting in the coffee-tent of their menzil,
when the sun mounts, it is time to go over to the mejlis, 'sitting/
the congregation or parliament of the tribesmen. There also is
the public coffee-drinking, held at Motiog's or some other one of
the chief sheykhs5 worsted 'houses'; where the great sheykh and
the coffee companions may that morrow be assembled: for where
their king bee is found, there will the tribesmen assemble together.
The mejlis-seekers wending through the wide encampment,
enquire of any they meet, cThe mejlis, where? eigh weled! hast
thou seen the sheukh sitting?3 In this parliament they commune
together of the common affairs; they reason of their policy in
regard of Ibn Rashid, the Dowla, the tribes about them. Here
is reported what any may have heard of the movement of foemen,
or have signs been seen of a ghrazzu: tidings from time to time
are brought in of their own or foreign waters; householders tell
of the pasture found yesterday by their dispersed herdsmen. Let
him speak here who will, the voice of the least is heard among
them; he is a tribesman. The mejlis forecast the next journeys of
the tribe, whereof a kind of running advice remains in all their
minds, which they call es-shor; this is often made known to their
allies, and is very necessary to any of themselves that are about
to take a journey.
This is the Council of the elders and the public tribunal:
hither the tribesmen bring their causes at all times, and it is
pleaded by the maintainers of both sides with busy clamour;
and everyone may say his word that will. The sheykh meanwhile
takes counsel with the sheukh, elder men and more considerable
persons; and judgment is given commonly without partiality
and always without bribes. This sentence is final. The loser is
mulcted in heads of small cattle or camels, which he must pay
anon, or go into exile, before the great sheykh send executors
to distrain any beasts of his, to the estimation of the debt The
poor Beduins are very unwilling payers, and often think them-
selves unable at present: thus, in every tribe, some households
may be seen of other tribes' exiles.
Their justice is such, that in the opinion of the next governed
countries, the Arabs of the wilderness are the justest of mortals.
Seldom the judge and elders err, in these small societies of
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